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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Buckingham. 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 


Buckingham, 

April,  1926. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  second 
Annual  Report,  and  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  and 
consideration. 

1.  General  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  54,696  acres  (85  square  miles) 
exclusive  of  the  area  covered  with  water,  which  amounts  to 
197  acres.  The  population  of  this  District,  according  to  the 
Census  of  1921,  is  7,380,  being  a decrease  of  942  since  the 
Census  of  1911.  The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of 
1925,  is  7,292. 

At  the  Census  of  1921  there  were  2,052  inhabited  houses, 
having  an  average  number  of  3'596  persons  per  house. 

The  rateable  assessable  value  of  this  District  is  ,£"40,816, 
and  a penny  rate  brings  in  1 70.  The  full  rateable  value  is 
^"75,675.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  as  a consequence  they  lead  an  outdoor  life,  which 
is  naturally  a good  influence  on  public  health. 

la.  Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  24‘87  inches, 
this  being  about  2 inches  under  the  average.  In  1925  the 
rainfall  was  32'37  inches. 

The  number  of  rainy  days  in  1925  was  180,  compared 
with  188  in  1924.  The  wettest  month  was  July,  with 
4'56  inches,  whilst  the  driest  month  was  June,  with  no  rain. 
Snow  fell  on  8 days  and  there  was  thunder  on  13  days. 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Births  | 

Legitimate 

107 

51 

56  \ 

Birth-rate  15*2 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

3 / 

per  1,000. 

Deaths 

... 

88 

39 

49  J 

Death-rate  1 2*06 
per  1,000. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  \ From  Sepsis  0 

in  consequence  of  childbirth  J „ other  causes  0 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : 

Legitimate,  45  ; illegitimate,  0 ; total,  45 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during 
the  year  which  requires  comment. 

The  infantile  mortality  for  1925  was  45,  compared  with 
50  for  the  year  1924.  The  birth  rate  is  15'2  per  1,000 
compared  with  1 S'7  per  1,000  for  1924;  and  the  death-rate  is 
1 2*06  per  1,000,  compared  with  1 5"  1 per  thousand  for  1924. 
There  were  no  deaths  amongst  illegitimate  children  under 
12  months  old,  no  deaths  from  diarrhoea  amongst  children 
under  2 years  of  age. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis,  compared  with  six 
last  year,  1924. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Diphtheria 

5-10 

0 

0 

11  ... 

10-15 

0 

Total 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

5-10 

2 

ii  m • • • 

10-15 

4 

>5  »»  • • • 

15-20 

0 

0 

Total 

6 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

22 

1 

Pneumonia 

1-5 

3 

n ...  ... 

15-20 

1 

M ...  ... 

20-25 

1 

1 1 ...  ... 

30-35 

1 

► 

1 Male 

n •••  • • • 

40-45 

2 

2 Females 

11  ...  ... 

50-55 

1 

11  •••  • • • 

60-65 

2 

,,  Total 

11 

3 

Erysipelas 

1-5 

0 

)>  • • • • • • 

20-30 

3 

...  ... 

82 

1 

,,  Total 

4 

Chicken-pox 

1-5 

32 

>>  ...  • • . 

5-10 

27 

11  • • • • • • 

10-15 

13 

This  disease 

11  • • • • • • 

15-20 

2 

became 

January 

notifiable 
ist  19.23. 

11  • • • • • • 

45-50 

1 

„ Total 

75 

4 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

AGE-PERIODS 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1-10 

... 

1 

15-20 

... 

1 

25-30 

35-40 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cases. 

Vision 

unimpaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

blindness. 

f 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4.  Causes  of  Sickness. 

There  were  75  cases  of  Chicken-pox  in  the  District 
during  the  year.  Influenza  was  responsible  for  7 deaths,  and 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  for  2.  There  were  5 
deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF  NURSING 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  and  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 
DISTRICT. 

5.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

fa)  General. — Most  of  the  Villages  in  this  District  have 
District  Nurses,  either  resident  or  else  supplied  by  the  Buck- 
ingham Nursing  Association.  The  resident  nurses  are  helped 
by  a grant  from  the  County  Council  and  the  local  authorities, 
kept  up  by  local  subscriptions  and  fees,  and  managed  by  a 
local  committee. 

The  nurses  sent  out  from  Buckingham  by  the  Buck- 
ingham Nursing  Association  to  a certain  number  of  villages 
are  supported  in  a similar  way. 

The  local  authorities  have  nothing  to  do  with  their 
management,  but  give  them  a subscription. 

The  resident  nurses  are  managed  by  the  County  Council 
through  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  this  latter  body 
supervises  and  controls  the  work  of  the  Local  Nursing 
Committees. 

( b ) There  is  no  provision  in  this  District  for  nursing 
infectious  diseases,  e.g.,  measles,  &c.,  in  the  home. 

Midwives. — All  the  District  Nurses  do  midwifery  work, 
and  charge  fees  which  go  to  the  local  committee,  as  the  Nurses 
are  paid  a fixed  salary.  There  is  one  midwife  in  the  District 
who  w'orks  on  her  own  and  is  only  paid  by  the  fees  which  she 
receives.  She  gets  no  subsidy  from  the  Public  Health 
Authority.  There  are  nine  midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Child  Welfare  Centres  (con- 
sultation and  treatment)  in  the  District.  School  children  come 
to  the  District  Nurses  at  fixed  times  for  the  treatment  of 
minor  ailments. 

There  are  no  Tuberculosis  or  Venereal  Clinics. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  attends  at 
Buckingham  once  a month  to  see  patients  from  the  District  ; 
he  also  visits  cases  at  their  homes  when  necessary. 
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Hospitals  Provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Author- 
ities or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — The  Sanatorium  for  Buckingham- 
shire is  situated  at  Peppard  Common,  Oxon,  and  is  the  joint 
Sanatorium  for  Berkshire  and  Buckinghamshire.  It  is 
financed  by  the  Bucks  County  Council  jointly  with  the 
Berkshire  County  Council. 

(2) .  Maternity. — There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital. 

(3) .  Children. — There  is  no  Hospital  for  Children  alone. 

(4) .  Fever. — The  Rural  District  of  Buckingham  has 
now  an  Infectious  Hospital  situated  within  the  District,  in  the 
parish  of  Tingewick,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Buckingham.  The  Council  takes  in  from  the  Urban 
District  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease.  For  this 
privilege  the  Urban  District  pays  them  a retaining  fee  of  £25 
per  annum,  in  addition  to  which  payment  they  are  also  charged 
with  the  actual  cost  of  nursing  and  feeding  all  the  patients 
they  send  in.  The  Hospital  has  a capacity  of  24  beds  in  4 
wards,  6 in  each  ward,  thus  making  provision  for  2 diseases  and 
for  both  sexes. 

(5) .  Smallpox. — There  is  a joint  Hospital  for  the  District 
of  North  Bucks,  situate  near  Bletchley,  and  this  Council  pays 
an  annual  contribution  (which  varies)  towards  its  upkeep. 

The  other  authorities  participating  are  the  Urban  District 
of  Buckingham,  Urban  District  of  Bletchley,  Urban  District 
of  Stony  Stratford  and  Wolverton,  Rural  District  of  Newport 
Pagnell  and  Rural  District  of  Winslow. 

(6) .  Other. — With  the  exception  of  the  Infectious  Hospital 
of  this  authority  there  are  no  hospitals  situated  within  the 
District,  but  patients  are  sent  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary, 
Oxford  ; The  Royal  Bucks  Infirmary,  Aylesbury  ; the  North- 
ampton General  Hospital,  and  the  Cottage  Hospital, 
Buckingham. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  in  this  District  for  un- 
married mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children. 

Ambulance  facilities  ( a). — ThisCouncil  hasan  ambulance 
for  taking  infectious  cases  to  the  Infectious  Hospital. 

(b). — A motor  ambulance  is  available  for  this  District, 
which  is  stationed  at  Newport  Pagnell,  and  this  ambulance  can 
be  used  on  emergency  for  infectious  cases  as  well  as  for 
ordinary  cases  and  accidents.  This  Council  takes  part  in  its 
management  and  contributes  to  its  upkeep.  This  ambulance 
was  presented  to  North  Bucks  by  the  Government  owing  to 
influence  and  exertions  of  the  late  Col.  Bull,  Stony  Stratford. 

A motor  ambulance  is  also  stationed  in  Buckingham  town, 
under  the  control  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  and 
is  available  for  the  District  for  non-infections  and  accident  cases. 
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6.  Laboratory  Work. 

There  are  no  arrangements  in  this  District  for  Pathological 
or  Bacteriological  Examination,  but  Tubercular  sputa  are  sent 
to  the  County  Health  Office,  Aylesbury,  and  examined  by  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer.  Diphtheria  swabs  are 
sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  by  Doctors  attending 
Diphtheria,  &c.,  cases.  Examination  of  swabs  and  Diphtheria 
antitoxin  are  paid  by  this  Council.  No  application  has  been 
received  for  anti-influenza  vaccine. 

7.  Sanitary  Administration. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  was 
adopted  on  November  23rd,  1889,  and  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Prevention)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted  on  February  28th,  1891. 
Regulations  were  made  on  17th  November,  1906,  and  are  put 
into  force  for  carrying  out  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Orders  of  1885  and  1899.  Bye-laws  are  also  in  existence  for 
the  following  : New  streets  and  buildings,  slaughter  houses 
and  the  laying  of  water  connections. 

A tabular  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  depart- 
ment during  the  year,  &c.,  will  be  found  under  the  separate 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Your  Inspector  visits  the  Cowsheds  in  the  District  at 
regular  periods,  and  pays  particular  attention  to  the  sanitary 
condition  and  cleanliness.  In  the  event  of  any  suspicious  case 
of  tuberculosis  occurring  in  milking  cows,  your  Council  calls 
in  a Veterinary  Surgeon. 

8.  Public  Health  Staff. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part 
time)  and  one  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time). 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  District  are  on  the  whole  satisfac- 
tory, but  there  is  no  public  water-works  company  and  no  scheme 
for  supplying  more  than  a single  village.  Private  wells  are  a source 
of  supply  in  all  the  villages,  and  the  public  supplies  are  as  follows  : 

ADSTOCK. — Two  public  pumps  with  an  abundant  supply. 

Akeley. — One  public  pump  and  one  public  tap  with  an 
abundant  supply. 

Barton  Hartshorn. — One  public  tap  ; gravitation  supply. 

CHARNDON. — An  abundant  supply  raised  from  well  by  wind 
engine  to  two  reservoirs  in  Charndon  village.  Two  miles  of  mains 
carry  this  water  to  Calvert.  An  abundant  and  satisfactory  supply 
distributed  by  stand  pipes. 

CHETWODE. — One  public  fountain  ; gravitation  supply. 

Edgcott. — Public  supply  by  gravitation  and  standpipes ; a 
service  reservoir  provides  an  abundant  and  satisfactory  supply. 

LlLLINGSTONE  Lovell.  — Public  fountain  ; gravitation 

supply. 

Maids  Moreton. — Four  public  pumps  ; an  abundant  supply. 

Marsh  Gibbon. — Two  public  pumps  and  a gravitation 
supply  for  part  of  the  village. 

Middle  Claydon. — Onfe  public  tap  at  Verney  Junction  ; 
gravitation  supply,  abundant  and  satisfactory. 

PADBURY. — A public  supply  gravitates  from  well  in  London 
Road  by  mains  to  standpipes  ; a wholesome  supply. 

POUNDON. — An  abundant  and  wholesome  public  supply 
which  gravitates  from  well  above  village  to  standpipe. 

Preston  Bissett. — Public  supply  from  well  at  high  level 
by  standpipe  to  lower  end  of  village. 

SHALSTONE One  public  tap  and  one  fountain,  both  supplied 

by  gravitation.  An  abundant  and  wholesome  supply. 

Steeple  Claydon. — A public  supply  which  gravitates  to 
lower  end  of  village  from  three  wells.  One  public  pump  at  a higher 
level. 

THORNBOROUGH. — Two  public  pumps. 

TlNGEWlCK. — Four  public  pumps  ; abundant  supply. 

TURWESTON. — Two  public  pumps  and  a gravitation  supply 
to  standpipe  ; abundant  and  wholesome. 

TWYFOAD. — An  abundant  and  wholesome  public  supply  by 
standpipes  which  gravitates  through  about  l|  miles  from  reserviors 
fed  by  three  wells. 
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Water  Stratford. — Public  supply  gravitates  to  stand- 
pipes. A wholesome  supply. 

Westbury. — A public  supply  gravitates  to  standpipes.  A 
wind  engine  raises  water  from  a well  to  reservoir.  A wholesome 
and  abundant  supply. 

Twyford  and  Charndon  are  charged  a special  water  rate  to 
pay  off  money  borrowed.  A few  small  villages  and  hamlets  are 
dependent  for  their  water  supplies  on  private  wells. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  villages  of  Marsh  Gibbon  and  Edgcott  lie  in  the  basin 
of  the  Thames,  and  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board  arrangements  have  been  recently  made  to  secure 
a purer  effluent.  At  Marsh  Gibbon  a field  has  been  procured  and 
the  sewage  is  treated  by  irrigation. 

Edgcott,  which  consists  of  a few  scattered  houses,  has  a 
system  of  cesspools  for  sullage  water  only.  These  are  emptied  by 
the  Council  at  intervals.  (The  water  supply  is  from  a source 
outside  the  village,  distributed  by  mains  and  stand-pipes).  The 
larger  villages  which  lie  in  the  basin  of  the  Gt.  Ouse  have  tanks 
and  filters. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  following  villages  are  served  with  modern  sewers  : — 
Akeley,  Charndon,  Leckhampstead,  Maids  Moreton,  Middle  Claydon, 
Poundon,  Radclive-cum-Chackmore,  Steeple  Claydon,  Thornborough, 
Turweston,  Twyford,  Water  Stratford  and  Westbury. 

The  following  villages  are  served  with  sewers  and  sewer 
ditches  : — Adstock  and  Preston  Bissett,  Barton  Hartshorn,  Hillesden, 
Padbury  and  Stowe-cum-Cbackmore  have  sewer  ditches. 

Beachampton  and  Shalstone  have  sewer  brooks  which  are 
tributaries  of  the  Great  Ouse,  and  Tingewick  has  a culvert  sewer 
which  is' insufficient  for  carrying  off  the  sewage  of  the  village. 

The  parishes  of  Addington,  Biddlesden,  Chetwode,  Lilling- 
stone  Lovell,  Lillingstone  Dayrell  and  Thornton  do  not  posses  any 
sewers  or  system  of  drainage.  In  these  parishes  the  houses  are 
few  and  far  between  and  individual  houses  have  their  cesspools  into 
which  the  sewage  flows.  These  are  emptied  at  intervals. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  comparatively  few  water  closets  in  this  district- 
There  remains  but  few  privies  in  the  district,  the  majority  of  the 
conveniences  being  of  the  moveable  pail  type. 
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Scavenging. 

With  the  exception  of  about  forty  working  class  houses 
attached  to  the  brickworks  at  Calvert,  in  the  parish  of  Charndon, 
where  Messrs.  Itter’s  carry  out  a system  of  scavenging  of  their  own, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  dispose  of  the  refuse  on  allotments 
and  gardens. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  tabular  statement  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appears 
as  usual  at  the  end  of  my  report.  He  is  now  engaged  on  completion 
of  his  house-to-house  inspection  in  the  villages  of  Akeley,  Padbury 
and  Maids  Moreton  following  a preliminary  survey  of  these 
. villages.  Preliminary  surveys  are  in  progress  in  the  villages  of 
Thornborough  and  Tingewick. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by 
Bye-laws. 

No  underground  sleeping  rooms  exists  in  the  district  and 
no  offensive  trades  are  carried  on. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  in  the  District  are 
good  and  their  water  supplies  are  satisfactory. 

I.  Housing. 

(1) .  The  number  of  houses  in  the  District  at  the  census  of 
1921  was  2,052.  The  number  of  houses  of  rateable  value  up  to  £8 
was  1,805,  and  over  £8  and  not  exceeding  £16,  226.  Two  new 
houses  have  been  erected  and  ten  are  in  course  of  erection. 

(2) .  The  population  at  the  census  of  1921  was  7,380  and  the 
present  population  is  estimated  for  birth-rate  purposes  at  7,292. 

(3) .  A few  houses  are  needed  to  replace  those  which  are  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  One  building 
scheme  comprising  eight  houses  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Council. 
This  is  nearing  completion.  In  other  parishes  schemes  are  being 
set  afoot.  Three  houses  are  being  built  by  private  persons  with  the 
aid  of  a subsidy  of  1 00. 

During  the  past  five  years  this  Council  has  completed  the 
erection  of  forty-two  houses  in  five  parishes.  Private  persons  have 
erected  nine.  A subsidy  has  been  given  in  respect  of  seven  of  these. 


II.  Overcrowding. 

(1) .  Very  little  overcrowding  exists. 

(2) .  This  is  mainly  due  to  those  with  large  families  occupying 
the  smaller  dwellings. 

(3>.  The  schemes  in  hand  will  ease  this  condition. 

(4).  Two  cases  of  slight  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

1 (a)  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  spacious  and  of  good 
construction. 

(b)  The  defects  of  the  older  houses  are  lack  of  light,  venti- 
lation, damp  course  and  proper  food-store. 

2 (a)  No  action  is  taken  until  accommodation  is  provided  or 
until  unfit  houses  become  vacant.  One  of  these  became  vacant,  was 
closed  by  the  Council  and  demolished  through  informal  action. 

3 The  difficulty  is  that  of  finding  accommodation  for  tenants 
of  unfit  dwellings. 

4.  The  water  supply  and  closet  accommodation  is  fairly  good. 
Much  has  been  done  by  informal  action. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  are  no  closely  built  centres,  unhealthy  areas  or  back- 
to-back  houses  in  the  District. 

V.  Bye-laws  Relating  to  Houses,  Tents,  etc. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  for  these.  None  are 
required  in  this  District. 
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MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  TABLE. 

Housing. 

1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  2 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme Nil 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  495 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  re- 

corded under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910  207 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 

gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ..  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 90 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  71 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit: 

(a)  by  owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied : — 

(a)  by  owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  6 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders Nil 
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Again  we  have  had  reported  many  cases  of  Chicken-pox 
during  the  year,  and  owing  to  the  continued  prevalence  of  Small-pox 
in  the  country  I thought  it  advisable  to  ask  your  Council  to  continue 
the  notification  of  this  disease. 

We  have  had  no  cases  of  Small-pox  in  the  District.  There 
have  been  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  District  since  July  1923. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough  or  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  birth-rate  is  still  low  and  the  death-rate  slightly  lower 
than  last  year,  while  the  Infantile  death-rate  is  small. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

A large  quantity  of  the  milk  produced  is  taken  by  the  local 
factory  and  made  into  milk  foods.  Most  of  the  remainder  is  sent  to 
London  and  Aylesbury.  Much  is  being  done  to  improve  the 
methods  of  production  in  the  way  providing  modern  equipment. 

(I.)  No  action  taken. 

(II.)  None. 

(III.)  None. 

(b).  Meat. 

(l).  The  marking  of  meat  has  not  been  adopted.  The 
slaughterhouses  are  regularly  inspected  and  they  are  kept  in  a clean 
and  good  sanitary  condition  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the  District  and  no  carcasses  or 
parts  of  carcasses  of  animals  have  been  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 


Slaughterhouses. 

In  1920. 

In  Jan.  1925. 

In  Dec.  1925, 

Registered 

3 

3 

3 

Licensed 

6 

9 

9 

Total 

9 

12 

12 

(c).  Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  manufactories  of  food  in  the  District.  The 
bakehouses  are  inspected  regularly  and  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

I must  thank  Mr.  Blakeway  for  his  very  willing  and  valuable 
help  at  all  times. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  BRUCE  PEARSON,  l.r.c.p.,  & l.r.c.s.,  Ed., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 


Buckingham, 

April,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  Buckingham. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  second  Annual 
Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Works  and  improvements  which  have 
been  carried  out  in  your  District  during  the  year  1925,  and  in  doing 
so  would  sincerely  thank  your  Council  and  General  Purposes 
Committee  for  their  kind  consideration  given  to  my  several  reports 
and  for  the  actions  taken  thereon. 

Housing  Regulations. — Systematic  House-to-house  inspections 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  villages  of  Turweston,  Akeley,  Tinge- 
wick  and  Maids  Moreton,  and  much  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
maintaining  properties  in  a good  state  of  repair.  Where  repairs 
have  been  found  necessary  preliminary  notices  have  had  the  desired 
effect. 

New  Buildings  . — During  the  year  one  totally  new  house  has 
been  erected  and  in  two  cases  out-buildings  have  been  converted 
into  dwelling  houses.  All  the  buildings  were  inspected  during  their 
various  stages  of  erection  and  the  drains  tested  before  allowing  them 
to  be  filled  in.  Your  building  bye-laws  were  in  each  case  enforced. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  your 
District  have  been  visited  as  frequently  as  possible.  Where 
cleanliness  was  being  neglected  a verbal  request,  in  most  cases,  had 
the  desired  result.  A number  of  defects  have  been  remedied  and 
considerable  improvements  are  in  hand. 

Slaughter  Houses. — During  the  year  all  the  slaughter  houses 
in  the  District  have  been  regularly  inspected,  special  efforts  being 
made  to  be  there  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  No  actual  seizures  of 
meat  were  made  during  the  year,  though  on  one  occasion  the  carcase 
of  a sheep  was  discovered  in  a slaughter  house  at  Steeple  Claydon. 
The  sheep  had  died  from  suffocation  and  as  the  butcher  had  no 
intention  of  selling  the  meat  (the  carcase  not  having  been  dressed)  I 
witnessed  its  burial  in  lime. 

Infectious  Disease. — The  District  has  been  practically  free 
from  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  It  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  open  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  of  scarlet 
fever  occurred  at  Charndon.  This  was  effectively  isolated  and 
treated  at  home.  Another  case  at  Twyford  was  similarly  dealt  with. 

On  receiving  the  necessary  information  from  your  Medical 
Officer  the  premises  on  which  the  disease  occurs  are  inspected- 
Disinfectants  are  supplied  and  instructions  given. 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakeries.— Inspections  have  been 
periodically  made  of  these  throughout  the  District.  Bakehouses 
have  been  found  clean  and  in  good  order  generally  and  lime  washing 
has  been  well  attended  to. 

Petroleum  Acts. — Eleven  applications  were  made  for  renewal 
of  licences  for  the  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  and  Petroleum. 
No  contravention  of  ihe  Acts  were  discovered. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewers  of  the  District  have 
been  maintained  in  good  condition.  Two  lengths  of  new  sewer  at 
Maids  Moreton  have  been  constructed  and  extensions  laid  at 
Turweston  and  Padbury.  At  Charndon  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
of  defective  sewers  have  been  taken  out  and  replaced  with  sewers  of 
good  construction.  Blockages  have  been  removed  in  a number  of 
villages.  The  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  within  the  District  have 
been  periodically  cleaned. 

Water  Supplies. — Water  is  supplied  to  12  villages  through 
mains  to  public  standpipes  of  the  anti-freezing  type,  fixed  in  position 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  villagers. 

The  various  works  have  been  maintained  in  good  working 
order. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  syphons  at  Steeple 
Claydon. 

Leakages  were  discovered  in  the  water  mains  at  Poundon, 
Charndon,  Steeple  Claydon,  Twyford  and  Padbury.  With  one 
exception  these  were  immediately  located  and  repaired. 

Standpipes  in  the  villages  of  Charndon,  Steeple  Claydon, 
Poundon,  Padbury  and  Twyford  got  out  of  order  and  were  repaired. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  all  the  Schools  in  the  District 
have  been  inspected  and  found  generally  satisfactory.  A liberal 
supply  of  disinfectant  fluid  is  used. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
your  Council  for  their  willing  support  and  confidence,  and  the 
officers  for  their  kind  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  BLAKEWAY, 

Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


BUCKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT.  1925. 


GENERAL. 

Number  of  Inspections  for  all  purposes  1 164 

Number  of  Complaints  received 16 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  202 

Notices  served  informal  152 

Nuisances  abated  by  persons  responsible  132 

HOUSE  NUISANCES. 

Roofs  repaired 72 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  15 

Pavements  repaired  4 

Overcrowding  abated  1 

Dirty  Houses  cleansed  30 

Other  house  defects  remedied  33 

DRAINS,  W.C.’s,  &c. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated  18 

New  drains  laid  32 

W.C.’s  constructed  18 

W.C.’s  repaired  

Earth  closets  or  privies  constructed  and  repaired 33 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  Certificates  granted  2 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  4 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

Number  on  Register 12 

Number  of  inspections  164 


Number  of  defects  found  .. 
Number  of  defects  remedied 

BAKEHOUSES. 


Number  on  Register 11 

Number  of  inspections  28 

Number  of  defects  found 0 

Number  of  defects  remedied  0 

COWSHEDS. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  .on  Register — Retail  20,  Wholesale, 

207,  Total  227 

Number  of  inspections  240 

Number  of  defects  found 50 

Number  of  defects  remedied  45 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  on  Register 31 

Number  inspected  31 

VARIOUS. 

Visits  to  infected  houses  8 

Houses  disinfected  6 
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